FOREWORD

This guide is intended to provide District Attorneys and other local prosecutors
with general information about the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development's (HUD) housing assistance programs, the Public Housing Authority
(PHA) which administers them, and the tenant fraud problems associated with
these programs. HUD knows that many prosecutors have limited investigative
resources, so HUD is training PHA staff to investigate and gather evidence of
tenant fraud that would support your prosecution of a case with little or no
investigative work on your part. Although PHAs will first attempt to resolve tenant
abuses administratively, there are many cases where the tenant's actions merit
prosecution for fraud. Although our office will continue to conduct investigations
and seek Federal prosecutions, our resource limitations make it imperative to find
ways to help increase local prosecutions of these frauds. We hope this guide will
assist you and PHA staff in understanding each others requirements and lead to
cooperative efforts in developing fraud cases.
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